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side of the Turks, then Prince Charles hesitated no
longer. Crossing the Danube at the head of twenty-
eight thousand infantry and four thousand cavalry,
he soon made himself so invaluable to his allies, that
he was appointed Commander-in-chief of the Russian
and Roumanian forces before Plevna. The Rou-
manians had already shown, during the bombard-
ment of Kalafat, that, if they lacked experience, they
were not wanting in courage; and the Russian
veterans soon recognised that the soldiers of Prince
Charles were not the unskilled amateurs whom they
had at first imagined them to be.

The post of danger in front of the famous Grivica
redoubt, the strongest of all the fortifications which
defended Plevna, was entrusted to the Roumanian
army. Onlookers of the operations believed the task
of taking this redoubt absolutely impossible, even if
the besiegers "bombarded it for a week and sacrificed
a brigade of infantry in the attempt.1' The fact that
the position was allotted to the Roumanians, who
were numerically much weaker than their Muscovite
allies, was regarded as a proof that nothing morck
than a " demonstration" was intended. But the
Roumanian gunners soon showed that they meant
business, and picked off the Turkish artillerymen
with unerring aim. On September nth a grand
attack was made on the u indomitable redoubt" by
the allies. But the Russians arrived, by an accident,
half an hour too late, and at first the battalions of
Prince Charles were repulsed, Three hours later a
second absault proved more successful. The redoubt
was captured, and the Turks driven back. But a fog